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Bmmu of ]lnuost!g'aftott 

^ttifoik §foie033e)iarf mont of 2fuaftco 
Chicago, Illinois 





Director 

>j Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Yfashirigton, D.C# 


February 19^^p 
PERSONAL AND ~ C0 1 iriDCH!rii ^ 


\ 


RE; YTHLIAH/V/HINEKE 


Dear Sir; 


Mr. ^dd. 

Mr- Coffey 

air. 

Mr. Glavln... 

Mr. H&rbo 
Mr, Xeeter 
idr. Hendon— ™.„ 
Mr. MdCntlro — 
Mr, Nichols..— -- 
2Mr* Kose'n — 

*Mr, Quinn TAnfm^. 
vJ'tTo 111: .Room - 
^diu.Ril<$e — 
4EVrt^ 

Tracy 

Miss Gandy........ 



WILLIAM 17ERNEKE called at the. Chicago Field Office on Eeb- 
^ ruaryl3, 1940 and stated that He had just left the) Federal Grand 
Jury at Chicago where he had been subpoenaed by the Unlted' States 
Attorney to appear before that Bodyj that he personally did not 
know the exact purpose of^ his bein^ brought before the Federal 
Grand Ju:^ other than -when taken before same they questioned hi)n 
in connection vriLth any anti-Saaitic actions he might have been- 
involved in and in particular his connection or relationship with 
FATHEI^COUGHLIN of Detroit, Michigan.' Regarding this, Y/ERNEKE 
stated that on one occasion he did meet and talk with FATHEK COUGH- 
LIN and he was well acquainted with several of the friends and 
acquaintances of FATHER COUGHLIN -and> has .also listened to his various 
radio talks. 

, WERNBKE stated that he is a member of what is known as -Ole 
T Joint C6mniittee -.Qf-^PatrioticjQrganization_oflGid.cago, a Corporation 
of which the following" officers are, nqw-in charge; 


WILLIAM- V/ERNEKE^ Bresident (reside s. with inother, MRS. 

- -j/j- Aye., ^ 

■ • - .’y Chic^o, 111., teiejphone.. j^iargate 4767) 

HR.' Bi^^CKY,, Secre.ta^ (resides- somewhera on cieveland 
Avphiie. in Chicago, the.Aj^ct address- 
, - wKich he did^^ 

He advxsed* the parposesox TSas 


\/ 




. Ulsz 


zl 


were'^1jPtpr^,le'stnE,Hj CF 

the United States <Cpnstitutibn,,toj love land protect| qur C^ j ,, 

to love and protect ^;he Americ^*a to .engage* in- 'oto "16 19'^0 

activities in .fbrtherarice of the,va^ phases' 'setii6ut*‘|above. - 

WERNEKE stated alsotithat while- he is hot a member bt the cHrl^i^i^->-/l» 
Front Organization, . the only thing 4ha.t he loiew '^boj^^ it was what 
he had re.ad in the newspapers aM, the hev/s^jper-'.edi'te by FATHER . 
COUGHLIN knomi as "Social Justice"^ 'He .stated -that ftpm"»time~ t o“ t3r ^ 
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Director 2/14/40 RE:, 'inLLIAM YERHEKE 

f 

for the past year and one-half dr two yefurs lie has corresponded with 
the Silver Shirt Organization and the Pelley Publishing Company, 
from which compahy he has time to time purchased various ^olcs 
and pamphlets; that he is not a member of the Pelley Organization; 
that the Joint Committee of Patriotic Organization of Chicago have 
no office but receive their mail thrdu^ Post Office Box 3620 
in the Merchandise Mart Building; that.'in ad^tion MR. IVERNEKE 
stated that he owned a farm about two miles west of 'Vfads\torth, -XU* 
where he has 14;S^die horses. He stated these sad^e horses are 
really race horses but that ^e to the lack of sufficient funds, 
he is unable to use these horses at, various race^tracks; that in 
addition thereto he^is a, member >of the JJation a i Rlflp ftssnm i aA ion 
and has dCTom time to? time; for several years^ past purchased a quantity 
of rifles some of which he keeps^ at the fam and the rest of which - 
he keeps at his residericei . ^50 S. '’Jayfie Avenue* 

ISR, YfERNEKE advised that’ oh* :February 3> 194Q he to, ok the 
negative part 3m a debate with a Professor of the 
Nortlwrestem Upiversity.Tfho took the affirmative side of^he debate 
on ”Is, Father Coughlin a Danger “to Ajuerica?**; that this debate vras 
given .under-the auspices of. Montparnasse , an Organization that meets 
regul^ly ..at. the Slqrline Athletic. ClubJ.ocated at.l8B Rudolph, 
Street, -Chicagoy~that”at this debate aWt 99 ,peh cent of the’ audience 
v/ere pf the Jewish nationality ^nd in defending FATHER COUGHLIN, 
Y/pNEKB stated that he was all but mobbed by the audience; that he 
was ••booed” continuously and it_was a^ost ^^ssible for him to 
assiune the -negative part ii^the debate* He stated Ihom viiat he could 
learn of the Montparnasse, it was”composed 'entirely of the Je^sh 
nationality .consisting^.of -those teiat Jtad more or less of a radical 
tendencyi " ^ 


As to the_exact purpose of his being subpoenaed by the 
Federal Grand Jury" at Chicago,. ‘WiEHEKE stated he' could riot understand 
why he was called but believed that it was at the suggestion o r re- 
q,uest of the Anti— Defamation league; that he has been accused of ^ 
having a rifle, range on his farm and that .he was training a Fascist 
Army there and also -that his farm vras used for training what is 
known as Storm Troops* TWLs YfERNEKB emphatically denied stating, 
hovrever, that some t3Lme during the summer of 1939 he invited several 
of his friends out to the farm* They set up some targets and shot 
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Director 


RE: imilAU VfEElNEKE 


•with the rifles during -the entire* af-bempon. After -bhe shooting 
•was completed^ the -■targets "were renw'vedj that also about a year to 
a year and one-half Vlarge number of Jewish .people with base- 
ball bats stormed his^ fana-and did bodily hana to anyone they 
happened to find at the. fai^ at that particular >-l^ej that since 


that -time, the sheriff, >T01 


)X of Vfeukegan, Illinois, Lake 


Count^his bee-r^^^^^^ three times 

a tvedk out to- "the -farm- to see- tl^t“ho ha^ came to anyone who 
might be li'ving therefor ■yisi'fcing the farm* ' > ^ ' 

* ITERNEKE’S; mission' to* the office, he*'Stated, -was to r equest 

that this Bureau..make an inspection of’ the- farm to prove "that ,he 
did not ha've any rifle range or ai^ r^ge of any* sort on his farm 
premises. He was infomwd by Sj^cial Agent T.^F. MULLEN of this 
office that the Bureau could not do this. He further s'tated that 
any additional information about him could be learned through 
Sheriff KEHNEDY at Waukegan iri connedtion with the possible' des- 
truction of -his farm property. He further -volunteered the infor- 
mation -that the Chicago headquarters of the Silver Shirt- Organization . 
was located in the Mystic Book Shop in the Kiliiball Building pn 
Jackson Boulevard and TiTabash Avenue in Chicagoj that HUGO&GER 
operates this book shop and claims to be the head of the Pelley 
Organization-'-in’ Chicago. -He^s'tated- that MR.-EGSl-'was^-onei ofrthe^^^^.; -_j 
other "Witnesses vrho had been subpoenaed to appear before •the 
Federal Grand Jury. Another ■witness to appear before this Grai^ 

Jury -was HOMER^feERTZ who was recently con-victed and sentenced -to 
serve ten yea/ff in the illihois State Penitentiary in connection 
•<vith the alleged breaking of windows in "the ■ Goldblatt Brothers 
s"tore located at Chicago Avenue and Ashland. He also remembered 
another -witness by the imme of RAIMONIySffiALY but ei-ther could not 
or would**not give any informa-tion concerning him.-. 

The following infoma-tion or da-ta was furnished the Bureau 
on Sep-teniber' 11, 1939 in connec"tion with vnELLIAM Y/HRNEKE and ^s 
mother, -MARTHA YVEE^EKE: 

iw ERNEKE, •ffill iaeULt-and Martha ^ 

6250 YTa^e 
Chicago, Illinois'* 

Promoters of Joint. Committee of Patriotic Organizations, 
which holds meetings at the Veni Veni Bldg*, 876 N* lITells 
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Director 2/X4/40 REs V/. TT i T i X AM l^ERNEKE 


St., Chicago, IH. This bldg, is owned by Urs. CIARA 
f^ERNEKE. liARTHA WERNEKE is also member of Modem Problems 
Committee. Additional information of subjectt 

Farm? 

Newport Totmship, adjoining (Onvrentsia Club Property) 
about one mile east of Millbum (Route 
Farm - vd.th 5 or 6 white bamsj 1 house; 3 or 4 sheds j 
2 or 3 dogs; 13 saddle horses; Chevrolet Tudor - black 
1937. Married, no children. Has 1 farm hand. 

Wife: 

19-20 yrs. of age, dark complexion, dark hair; 5’4”j 
weight 105 lbs. 

. Personal Descripfaioh of subject: 

Age: 32 years. Height: 5^lb-^’-» Weight: 205 lbs.; black 
hair. Florid complexion. Full lips. High school edu- 
cation, member of the following organizatioiis: 

Silver Shirts; ^Diite Camellis; Irish American Pateiotics; 
German American Bund; _____ Vigillantes; Chainuan 
of Joint Coi^ttee of Patriotic Organizations. Originator 
Hiawatha Gun Club. 

Believed to have been amested in recent Silver Shirt riots 
in Chicago. He is^son of MRS. Y/ERMEKE emplpyed by Standard 
Oil Co. in Chicago. 

Discreet inqtdiy w.ill be made for the purpose of ascer- 
taiiriLng if possible- the nature of the Grand Juicy investigation 
now, being conducted by the United States Attorney «s office at 
Chicago and as soon as this is learned, the Bureau Tfill be notified. 


Very tmlv yours. 


TPM: Eli 
65-42 




W. S. DEVEREAUX 
Special Agent in Charge. - 
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iHeheral Sttrcau of Unuositgaf fan 
19nf iofi §faf e^a 53cparf mcnf of Sfuof Ice 
CHICAGO, ILEINOIS 


February 15, 1940 


PERSONAL AHD CONFTnKWTTAT. 

Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C, 




Re; SUBVERSI^ MTTERS 


Dear Sir; 


I 

■» ^ 

Mr. Tol 80 n„r„.,.^„ 
Mr. N«thaii 
Mr,E.A.T/,&u:... 
Mr, Oejpir j 


Mr. Laddi., 

Mr. Coffeyf 


Mr. Ex*n. 

Mr. GUvlxj 
Mr. Varbo 
S'*'. Lester 
Sir. tfcndo 
{ Mr. Mclnt 

|Mr,‘ Rosen' -4.....^.^. 
Mr. i^uinn Ti 
Tour Room 

Adra. Files ^ 

Fers. Files | 

Mr, ^acy„..,.\. 

Miss Gandy \ 


Reference is made i» Chicago personal and confidential 
letter ±0 the Bureau dated February I 4 , 1940, which was captioned 
WILLIAliJWERNEKE. 



I wish- to advise that Agents of the Chicago office have 
received inforMtipn from various sources around the Federal Build- 
ing concerning persons who were subpoenaed to appear before the 
Federal Grand Jizry at which time they were questioned concerning 
th^r activities and connections. It has been determined that 
tl^ mtter waa t.r> f.hft Grand Jury by -Assistant United 

Sfetes Attomiey | who, as the Bureau* knows, acts 

somewhat in the capacixy 01 : confidential secretary to United 
States' Attorney V/ILLIAM J.' GAKPBELL; .The follo; 7 ing persons were 
subpoemed for appearance in connection with the case entitled 
United States vs. CASSIDY, et al. Title 18, Section 6 , U. S. Code; 


h6 

b7C 





s 


It is believed that these individuals were called in or subpoenaed 
telephonically, eilthou^ this has not been verified. 


The Bureau will understand that no effort was made to con- 
tact these witnessesj however, all information was obtained from 
WILLIAM WERNEKE when he voluntarily appeared at the Chicago office 
at which time he indicated he was omder the impression that the 
F.5.I. had made an investigation and that as a result of this he 
was subpoenaed before the Grand Jury. 



The best information v/hich has been obtained at this time -i 
indicates that 0. JOHN ROGGE, Assistant Attorney General, stated J ) 
that he r/anted the testimony of these persons transcribed- and for-/ 
v/arded to Brooklyn. A check at the United States Clerk’s office 
reflects no indictment has been retiirned to date and it appears 
■tiiat none was intended, altiiough this cannot be definitely stated 
inasmuch as it is the policy of the United States Attorney at 
Chicago to have the actual indictment signed by MR. WILLIAM J. 
CAMPBELL himself and it is knovra that he is presently out of the 
city. Therefore,, if a true bill rrere retiu:ned against any or all 
of •&ese jjersons,, this office couW not verd^ sa^ imtil it was 
mi^e a matter of record in the United states District Court or 
until information couldLbe, obtainte'd informally and unofficially 
from a member of Mr. CAMPBELL’S office. 


No direct inquiry has been made at the office of the United 
States Attorney and none is contemplated in the absence»of contrary 
instructions from the Bureau. 


Very truly yours 


JET; MG 


W. S. DEVEREAUX, 

Special Agent in Charge. 


j 


- 2 - 












FEsaui BusEA'j OF nrfEsr®.-'? 
u.&BE?i3TBaT«f.'vr:: 

CQ/iiSUSjICAIiOHS SESnuti 


TELETYPE 


m 


Mr. Tolso^^, 

fCTcmkf:^. 

xvir. 

Mr. Clavin 

Mr. lister 

Mr. Nichols*,.,.,^. 
Mr. Roscxk 
Mr. Tracy 

"^as Gimdy.„„..„, 


. A ** 

_ FBI CHICAGO MAY A, 19A0 
• -DIRECTOR 


COPY 


A PM 


WILLIAM WERNECKE ETAL ESPIONAGE. BUREAU FILES CONTAIN' INFORMATIQ!^ I* 
ON SUBJECT, REPUTED TO BE SECRETARY OF THE NAZI- BUND, CHICAGO, ; 

^ . IN 

ILLINOIS , AND WELL KNOWN FOR HIS ANTI-SEMITIC ACTIVITIES. INFORMANT 3 
EMPLOYED BY HIM AT FARM NEAR MILBURN ILLINOIS, ADVISES THAT PRO-i^ 
GERMAN GROUPS MEEt THERE AND THAT A CONSIDBERABLE QUANTITY OF^^f^AMITE 
ANll^RIFLES IS LOCATED AT THE FARM. THEY ARE PRESENTLY MOVING TO Npj 
TAm AT SIX HUNDRED WAUKEGAN ROAD, ILLINOIS. COMPLAINTS ON THESEj \ 


INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN, RECEIVED FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE AT WAUKEpAN AN 


THE CHIEF OF POLICE AT LAKE FOREST, ILLINOIS, INDICATING THAT ITj IS > 
MORE OR LESS COMMON GOSSIP THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE BUND MEMBERS. 
FACTS AS ABOVE OUTLINED NOT CAPABLE OF VERIFICATION AS YET DUE ToItHE 
FACT THAT THE EQUIPMENT IS IN PROCESS OF BEING MOVp. CONTACT BEING 


•MAINTAINED WITH INFORMANT AND OTHER APPROPRIA'^ INVESTIGATIVE STEPS 


BEING TAKEN. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED.^^J^ x itA^ \ 

l\f i)EVERE4^ 


WIJMl 

^ J*, * r -pT^bA 1 lO.^ 


OK FBI WASH DC RFK 


j. 3 *11 ,Y Q'Jp 


-cm FIL2» IH 





JFPiRlffl 
6l-31ia -3 




April 1$A0 


Special Agent la Cl:;argo 
Chicag?, lUlnoia. 




iJeat* Olrt 

There Is (^rioted helcw) for ye*o* 
information, on enofcyaons cOc?.nnicatlon aUegin; 
that T'ilUca rer^ocko, 30 Korth laSalle Street, 
la a spy for the I!asi Govomnent, ifhich was 
received in ixi ervolcpo postearkod April 10, 
1940, at Chicago, IlHr^is. 

“1311110 TTemeckc isho's address is 30 
H. laSall o Ct* is a spy for the Kasi 

Very truly yours. 


-John Edgar Eccrer 
Eirooto? 
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SUPERVISOR 
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Pp^. JP£fico Box 832 %» ^ 

Qricogo '"” II 1 '■ * > ^ 1* ^ 1^ 


I^ay 25> X94Q 


if > 

/:.!i 


4-1 


to* Emoat J* ,Ecuei;s««i 
PoatKastor, 

Item ?osti Of^co BXd^o^ 

Chicago, Illinois* 

Boar Sirs 

you plaoo a cgvor on aU call iiddreosod tb 
the Wom oolce fanily at 6250 Wayno Av(in\io for a poriod- of 
thirty days? 

'Hhen replying, ploaso rofor to aae file ^65-582* 
Very truly yours. 


I ^ 4 


. \ 


It REL:IU 
i 65-582 
'ij .cc Bureau 


I ■< 


I -n 

t! • ill: 


15 


tr. is#. BOTfflAIJOC, 

Spooial Ag^ in Charge*, 


l-'Vi'f.*,,. 
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•*r'« ^ 


jE^ost Office Box 
Chicago, Illinolg 
I?ey. 23, 1940 


Fostaaeter, 

take Forest, Illdhol.e 


j)aar Birr 


/ 


Re: WILUiai L'r WERNECKE, aliaS^Mtl 

MRsPweRHECKE, alias "Mr^v'Vw Jlibbentropnj 
ERNESt SCHARF, alias -'’GoeringP^ ijARCELLA, 
'alias -i'.^OOSIEP/r'plUlNZ/ lAGQDI. ESPIONAGE 


Please place 4 cover on ell nail addressed, 
^ililast L* ^eniecke and other fendlies -.at 600.‘ 
Watikeg^: Eoadji for a perlbdl of thirtar days. 


Then forj»arding trAcings, kindly refer td 
oUr file Ho. 65-582. 


Very triOy yours. 


AJM;FC 
OC Bureau 


65r:$82 


W, S. BEVERgAOX \ 
Special AgAnt in Charge 




■FfCcRAv Ar/ai'i 

4 WlAY 27 1940 


’ Gh** ;• 4bU:tt-J£ 

p..^. ■■■■ 










>Xr. E. A.Tai)^m.;.. 


Mr. ro3cworth 

Mr^ Kathan 

Mr. liadd.^-v...".^*- 
Mr. Egan..v-=*-‘*- 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Kiciiola«.v.-:- 
Mr. Hendon........ 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr- Tracy.—.. .*'■ 
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II CHICAGO - OCTOEtJ- 9 ’ 

iriECTOH - _ ^ r.ELnTET' tO 

"t? -,,p«,r£ TT^r, ESPIONAGE' • 

ILLlAIJ^Jli=I^^ ’ ^ CHICAGO Tlt'.El 

■ELEFKOHiCHLlY pn^VTOU- LY FlT.OIlOO^ r-'HE. 

n\x. HATE, facte EUPaAOTlALLY iAI. A. ^ 

i * 

DZVEEEAC" 

tUE 

OK FBI ’.: 
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FEDEBAl BUREAU OFUWESTlSATJOjJ 



2 OCT 16 1940 

U.S.DERAtrng^OFJimiGE 



Post Office Box B12 
OhicagOj Ulinpla 
^tober 21,1940 


Hon., mmaa Can^bell 
UQltod S^tbs Attoxn<^ 
Chicago^ Illinois 


Bba^ BiJf 

This will acknowledge Jcocoipt of yow 
coszunication dated Qoiober 14, 1940, with, 
wtdch letter ^od transaitted a- copy qf. 
traneczdpt of tesii^ny taken before the 
Fo^ruaiy toxri of the 1^0 grand jury. 


Very truly yours 


IT. S. DBVESEAta ■ . 
fecial Agent in Charge 

WSDjIAJ 

■65*;582 

„cc Bureatt^ 

. 0 . 

TOtLIAU L. mNECKE, - 

with alias^ et ai 'i / .. 

ESPIONAGE 1,^- 






ChlpoSO) Illinois, 
iroversboi' 18^ 1940 



Spools in Charge 
Ke^hls^ Toimossee 


Dear Sir- 


Her 




■ O 

mum i, lonECKE, 

et alj ESPIONAQE.' 


R,olatiye to your Inquiry eonao mlin^ 

i; idsh to advise this individual at no tine 

has boon authpriacd to inborn that ha is irorldbs. 

Trith this' bfficev This individual has on past 
occasions furnished; soae saattering o£ infoxisatlon 
r(^tiyd to the above entitled base. Mbst of his 

information has been found to be; unreliable. 

_ _ > 

He advised EpodLal Agent (A) Robert E. Loo, of this- ■ 
Jpffico' that he tras ccnteaplatlhg proceeding to Kerphisv 
Tennessee in the near future IhOsKUch as. ho had 
-Obtained a position in- a poror 'plant in liiat 'viciniiy. 
lie inquired to vhethor it uould bo prdpbr for hln 
tp contact the KCcphls office and offer his sranfices. 

Be iraa ad^ood it Trould be proper for hia to present ‘ 

• hitsaolf to the f^pciol Agent in Chargo of tho l&s^hid 
Dffico, but uhdin* no circuastanees tao ha Authorized 
to. approaph tee l^hia Offl<K) having in^^^ obtaining^ 
their .assistanep; relative tp gaining* cs^ldyxaent. 

Yoiy truly yours 


i 


b7D 


WSDjlAJ 

65-S8E 

cc Bureau 




r. 8. .DETimiDg 

Speoiai Agent '^«go' ' '/ 'V. 

4 N0V 2S IM' 
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